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Tragedy in Shams al-Din Sami Frashéri's Talaat
and Fitnat’s love story

Abdul Raziqg Ahmed Mohammed Ahmed

Department of Turkish Language and Literature, Faculty
of Languages and Translation , Al-Azhar University ,
Cairo , Egypt.

E-mail: AbdelRazek.el.5@azhar.edu.eq
Abstract:

Talaat and Fitnat’s love story, a novel by the Turkish
writer Shams al-Din Sami Frashéri, is the first novel
written in modern Turkish literature; it is characterized by
realism, and it is concerned not only with the issues of the
generation, but with those of the entire society. It deals
with the tragedy many people in society have
experienced. Since tragedy is not necessarily a theatrical
work, it can be dealt with in novels. It is based on a group
of emotions and feelings resulting from events and facts
that affect the human psyche and arouse grief and sorrow.
Therefore, it was covered in this novel. The basis of
tragedy here is a love story between Talaat and Fitnat.
This love story did not end up with marriage because of
the traditions and customs of their Eastern society.
Additionally, the novel deals with the following issues:
Lack of girl education, kidnapping of young children and
selling them into slavery, marriage of young girls and the
role of matchmakers (marriage arrangers), the negative
impact of parents ’separation on children, and the resort
of some people to suicide to get rid of life's crises ...
Hence, it is very important to investigate this issue. Its
negligence will lead to the disintegration of society and it
should be addressed to contribute to the cohesion and
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integrity of our society. This study adopts an analytical
and critical approach, and the most important results of
the study are: This issue is frequently addressed in the
novels of Turkish literature in its early stage, and the
novel in Turkish literature goes through three stages:
Translation, imitation and simulation. Insisting on own
opinion is dangerous for everyone, and it is like a poison
that is thought to be honey. Not all the inherited customs
and traditions are useful, as some of them may lead to
tragedies that are impossible to be avoided. Calamites of
individuals, when they accumulate, constitute the tragedy
of an entire community. It is necessary to pay attention to
the customs and traditions that come to societies, and to
benefit from them according to the nature of the recipient
society. This novel combines the harbingers of the
psychological novel, as well as that of literary feminism...

Keywords: Tragedy, Novel, Love, Psychology,
Feminism, Turkish, Literature.
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