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Characteristics of the Suffering of Modern Educated
Person in ""And Then™ - Focusing on Daisuke’s
Suffering

Amira Said Aly Yusuf

Department of Japanese and Japanese Literatures, Faculty
of Languages and Translation, Al-Azhar University,
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Abstract:

"Sorekara" /' “And Then” - is a novel written by the
famous Japanese writer "Natsume Soseki" in 1909. In this
research, the researcher exposed this novel through the
suffering of the hero "Daisuke". This study showed that
Daisuke was influenced by the modernization, as a result
of that, he intended to have a different personality & way
of thinking with his family, such as his brother & father,
which was the reason stood behind his suffering in many
aspects of life. Moreover, it was found that Daisuke’s
suffering exceeded the scope of himself & his family, and
extended to include issues related to the scope of Japan &
Japanese people, such as the economic recession, the
deteriorating structure of buildings, the education
problems and the complexity of relations between
individuals, even between him and his intimate friend
"Hiraoka". In addition, this study showed how Daisuke
felt more intense suffering about money, work, marriage,
that are undoubtedly closely related to the psychological,
family, and societal stability that Daisuke suffered from.
The research concluded that the novel also shed light on
the suffering of other educated persons -as well- such as
Daisuke’s educated friends & the persons surrounded
him, knowing that despite the different problems that
each of them faced, the suffering was a common feeling
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among the modern educated persons of that time. As per
for the researcher’s view, "Then" in the title of the novel
may refer to how the educated hero’s life may change
“Then”.

Keywords: Modernization, Suffering, Future, And Then,
Daisuke, Educated Person, Japan.
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