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Divine Transcendence versus Anthropomorphism
and Corporealism in Jewish Philosophy: A Case
Study of Saadia Gaon (Said ibn Yusuf al-Fayyumi,
882-942CE) :A Critical Comparative Analysis
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Abstract:

This research addresses Kalam (Jewish Theology),
specifically the issue of Divine Transcendence (Tanzih)
versus Anthropomorphism (Tashbih) and Corporealism
(Tajsim), through the work of one of the most important
Jewish philosophers of the 10th century CE: Sa‘id ibn
Yisuf al-Fayytimi, known as Saadia Gaon (882-942 CE).
He is considered one of the most prominent Jewish
philosophers in the Islamic Arab East who adopted the
style of Muslim Mutakallimiin (theologians) in his
writings. He represents a landmark in Jewish
philosophical thought and served as a crucial
intermediary through whom Islamic thought, with its
various issues and complexities, was transmitted to
Jewish religious culture, both Arab and European. His
contributions within the Arab-Islamic civilization also
advanced critical philosophy, and he profoundly
influenced subsequent Jewish thinkers, who, in turn,
significantly impacted philosophy during the Renaissance
era. Suffice it to mention what Saadia Gaon stated in the
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introduction to his philosophical work, "Kitab al-Amanat

wa al-I'tigadat" (The Book of Beliefs and Opinions), that
his motivation for writing stemmed from his perception
of humanity's state of confusion, doubt, and turmoil in its
beliefs, as well as the similar challenges faced by his own
nation.

Keywords: Philosophy, Jewish Philosophy, Saadia Gaon,
Anthropomorphism, Corporealism.
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