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Abstract:

The study aims to investigate the role of Community-
Based Tourism (CBT) in rural development, and for this
purpose, Al-Ahsa Governorate was chosen as a
geographical ~ context.  Accordingly,  face-to-face
qualitative interviews were conducted with (24)
individuals from the local community in Al-Ahsa who
have a direct relationship with tourism activities (such as
farm owners, productive families...), and groups that have
no direct relationship with tourism (such as
environmental and social activists...). The interpretive
qualitative approach was adopted, and social
constructionism was used as a strategy for building,
understanding and generating common knowledge about
CBT and rural development. The research results showed
weak development awareness and declining levels of
social capital in the countryside as the most prominent
determinants that may reduce the opportunities for
optimal benefit from the role of community tourism in
leading development action in rural areas, despite the
opportunities and potentials that the countryside abounds
in Al-Ahsa as elements of strength capable of
diversifying the economic base and building a human
being for development in the countryside. This study
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recommended adopting projects to build and shape

development awareness and  measuring  social
relationships and networks in order to deal with the
determinants revealed by the results of this research. This
study is important because it is the first in-depth study
that examines the relationship between Community-
Based Tourism and rural development in a peripheral
geographical context (Al-Ahsa Governorate).

Keywords: ~ Community-Based  Tourism,  Rural
Development, Social Development, Local Development,
Case Study.
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