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Al-Wahhab Al-Muta'ali bi-Anba'a of the Early
Thirteenth Century and Successive' by Sheikh Abdul
Sattar al-Dahlawi (1355 AH / 1936 AD)

Hayat bint Manawir al-Rashidi

History Department, College of Social Sciences, Umm al-
Qura University, Saudi Arabia

E-mail: hmrasheedi@uqu.edu.sa

Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the Meccan book
industry through the biographies provided by Sheikh
Abdul Sattar Al-Dahlawi (d. 1355 AH/1936 AD) in his
book “Fayd Al-Malik Al-Wahhab Al-Muta’ali bi-Anba’a
Awa’il Al-Qarn Al-Thalath Ashar Wa Al-Tawali.”
During this period, which extended from the beginning of
the thirteenth century until just before the author’s death
in 1355 AH, a number of Meccan scholars appeared who
were known for their knowledge and literature. Their
works became popular in abundance, along with the
movement of composing, copying, collecting, selling, and
trading books. Public and private libraries proliferated
and were filled with books donated to students of
knowledge without charge or payment. | have traced what
was related to the book industry through the biographies
of “Fayd al-Malik al-Wahhab al-Muta’ali.” The author
covered the notables of the capitals of the Islamic world
during his time, and wrote biographies of the notables of
the people of the Hijaz, the Levant, Egypt, Iraq, al-Ahsa,
Morocco, India, and Java. Most of them were from the
Hijaz. The research aims to: (1) a description of the
Meccan book industry. (2) Features of the Meccan book
industry through the papermaking profession and the
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categories of papermakers. (3) The efforts of papermakers
in the emergence of private and endowed libraries.
Keywords: Industry, Book, Meccan, Meccan Society,
The Papermaking, Categories of Papermakers
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