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The Factional Struggle for the Byzantine Throne
during the Doukas Dynasty (1057- 1081 AD)

Nagwa Mohammed Mahmoud Mostafa Salem
Department of History, Faculty of Humanities, Al-Azharl
University, Cairo, Egypt.

E-mail: nagwamostafa.56 @azhar.edu.eq

Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the issue of partisan
conflict between the military aristocracy and its rival, the
civil aristocracy, over governance and power during the
reign of the Doukas family. This conflict led to a
prolonged civil war marked by coups, revolutions, and
conspiracies in the capital. The bitter struggle between
these two factions significantly impacted the future of the
Doukas family in particular and the Byzantine Empire in
general, resulting in severe consequences. It shook the
empire's foundation during a critical period in its history,
leaving it in a state of extreme internal and external
weakness and decline. This conflict caused the state to
shrink and led to the separation of important regions.
Moreover, it was one of the primary reasons for the
eventual collapse and downfall of the empire Doukas
family, Byzantine Empire. The study examines the
reasons and motivations that led to the conflict between
these two parties in their quest to reach the imperial
throne, without regard for the interests of the empire. It
also explores the consequences of this conflict on the
state and its relations with neighboring powers, as well as
the difficulties and dangers the empire faced during this
period. This makes the era highly significant for research,
especially since it was followed just ten years later by the
outbreak of the Crusades, which dominated the political
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and military thinking of both the Eastern and Western

worlds for many centuries.
Keywords: Partisan Conflict, Military Aristocracy, Civil

Avristocracy, Doukas Family, Byzantine Empire.
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(3) Charanis, P., The Byzantine Empire in the Eleventh Century, in setton
History of the Crusades, Vol. I, Wisconson ,1969, pp.189-190.
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(1)Attaliates, The History, pp.107-109; Psellus, Chronographia, p. 226; Shepard,
J., The Cambridge History, p.603.
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Paellus, Chronographia, p. 240 ; Blondal, S., The Varangians of Byzantiums,
Trans, Bendiks , London , 1916, p. 109
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(1) Attaliates, The History, p.109; Psellus , Chronographia,p.231.

(2) Psellus, Chronographia, pp. 232-237.

(3) Psellus, Chronographia, pp.832-237.
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(5) Psellus, Chronographia, pp. 209-237; Attalintes, The History, pp.

126-127; Gregor. T., A History of Byzantine, U.S.A , 2005, p. 603; Shepard, The
Combridge , p.603.
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(1) Attaiates, The History, pp.111-112; Psellus, Chronographia, p. 226; Shepord,
The Combridge, p.603; Vasiliev, History of The Byzantine Empire, p.317.
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(2) Psellus,The Chronographia, p.39; Kazhdan, A." Psellus Michael", O DB,
pp.1754-55; Moutafakis N. J, Byzantine Philosophy, Hackett publishing,
2003, p.129.
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(1) psellus , Chronographia, pp. 246-250.
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Bonnae , 1839.
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Psellus, The Chrongraphia, p. 247; Vasiliev, History of The Byzantine Empire,
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(1) Psellus, The Chronographia, pp. 254-255; Zonarae, |., Epitomae Historiarum
libri, X111-XVII1, C.S. H.B, Bonnae , 1839, p. 272.
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Stamenkovié, J. ‘Konstantin X Duka u carskom govoru Mihaila Psela’,
ZRVI, 49, 2012,pp, 127-143. (Serbian Cyrillic).
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(2) Psellus, Chronographia, p.256.
(3) Attaliates, The History, p. 129 ; Vasiliev , On The Question of Byzantine
Feudalism, 1933, p.587
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(Serbian Cyrillic).

.Vooua ‘?Y o) @AUA\ sLﬁ)L«aﬂb g.a.ul:wﬂ\ G_h.u:\.d\ C__Dtd\ en:_a .uLQ}S\A.u: (s
oshbul can jee YEY(a Dshhual ab allae (Ohee 2w (V)
NA0a (OpiasS Gugesll il

< >



[pV-M-1-0¥]gjulbgs I8 pal sae JIA esbai jall e jelleslecag jadl ol pall

o Al agud o in iy oy sl il e g laal Jla
sl aa e V) e als ccnl) Dagadl Lol JlpY) s
6l ) dalay dsall 4 culS M) gl b ool ke 5aljs
omd galaily (gl (MY sSue
o A5 s ceds bl ik A ehy cuddl dd
Gl A s Blan) deagl 3 oSual) Cuall 3o 2L
G palll cplilad Saogpdl Al dagll culss Ol
e Sl catlly Clbhaay) e e (i Ol sa Capain)
il IS Laa Ligalse pshabueY) mobiivn o A danplall Uy
Blasadl (8 a1 0TV ale lgaat Cus cgrrall bl 84Dl pugl
O Aslarial) Alpall B gyl e cnlS 1 Ll duas e
s dale 8 desil (G lsaas by Gy e 5 il oy ()4
sy Ggis 8 (INortheman glosl wust ) 2Lyl 5050

Lo diae 8 V0 8)68 canlall de dals daal dlee ¢AYY (o cdlaiil)
.D/\ua 60‘6 62\:\.&.1‘):\.\5\ zdjﬂ\ Aa

& ALlaY) Al 1S5 Cpalea) Ll e Cleles o Bl pa :glaysid (V)
Iyl 35 cduadl sl oo By Lygl ape e 1g)lely coglini€ul 5y and
aally o2 )T ale Wil L agd jsels Jof 0lS5 a8 ale Gl g die
ok agie Jualdill (e
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Psellus, Chronographia, pp.262-264; Garland. L. Byzantine Empresses, pp.169-
170; Kazhdan, The Oxford Dictionary, p.739.
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(1) Psellus, Chronographia, p.262; Garland, Byzantine, p.168; Polemis, The
Doukai, p. 102; Diehl. C. Figures Byzantines, paris, 1948, p.323.
(2) Psellus, Chronographia, pp.262-264; Garland, Byzantine, p.169; Polemis,

The Doukai, p,402; Ostrogrosky, The Byzantine state, p,302 ; Cameron ,A.,
The Byzantines, U. S.A., 2006 ,p.120.
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(3)Attaliates, The History , p.167 ; Psellus, Chronographia, p. 262 ;Polemis , The

Doukai, p.102; Oman , The Byzantine, p. 250.
(4)Ostrogrosky, The Byzantine state, p.304 ; Oman , The Byzantine, p. 251.
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(1) Psellus, Chronographia, p. 264 ; Ostrogtosky, Byzantine ,p.304.
TVTA) Gy & sl Rl DshludYl (Ohae b dsene
OV Ga duyuSu) daals (oY) DS ugllan e Adsa eun B (o) 4 V)
(2) Psellus , Chronographia, pp.264-265 ; Garland, Byzantine, p.171.
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(1) Psellus, The Chronographia, pp.264-267; Garland, Byzantine Empresses, pp.
169-170; Ostrogorsky, the Byzantine, p.302.
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Psellus, Chronographia, p. 266; Zonarae, Historuram, p.18; Garland, Byzantine,
p.174.

(3) Psellus. ,The Chronographia, p. 266 ; Zonarae, Historuram , p.189; Shepard,
Cambridge history, p.675.
(4) Psellus, The Chronographia , p.266.
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Baily, A., Byzance, paris, 1949, pp.293-294 ; Kazhdan, A., Studies on Byzantine
literature of the eleventh and twelfth centuries, London, 2009, p.34.
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(2) Gerland , Byzantine , p. 173.
(3) psellus, Chronographia, p.264 ; Attaliates, The History,p.169.
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(1) Psellus , Chronographia, p. 267; Garland, Byzantine,p.179; Oman, The
Byzantine, p. 251; Shepard, Cambridge, p.675.
VA G ecpally KA ddaii caseall e )
(2) Psellus, Chronogrophia, p. 267.
(3) Diehl, Figures Byzantines, pp. 322-324 ; Oman, The Byzantine, p.251.

(4) Attaliatae, Historia, p.59; Zonarae, Historiarum, pp.189-191; Ostrogrosky,
Byzantine, p. 302 ; Polemis, The Doukai, p.102.
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(1) Garland, Byzantine, p.177.
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(2) Garland, Byzantine, p.177.
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(4) Garland, Byzantine ,pp. 168-169.
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(Dluttwark , E. The grand strategy of the Byzantine Empire , london, 2009,p.255

; Jenkins,R., Byzantium The Imperial Centuries, A.D 610-1071, London,
1966, p.368.
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Pritsak, O., 'Pechenegs’ ODB, pp.1613-14.
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(2) Zonarae, Historiarum, p.677; Grousset, R,. I' Empire du levant , Histoire de la

Question D'orient , Paris, 1849, p.10;
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Sakel D. “Again on the Historia Imperatorum — and on the Mantzikert
Campaign”. Byzantinische Zeitschrift 110/1 (2017), pp,141-148
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(1) Attaliates, History, p.138 ; Zonarae , Historiarum , p.636 ; Schevill ,F., The
History of the Balkan peninsula , presine ,1971 , p.175.
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Inannis Curopalatae, Historia, 11.C S H B, Bonnae ,1839, pp.660-700 ; Psellus ,
M. The Chrongraphia, p. 269.

(2) Psellus, Chronographia , pp.272-273; Garland, Byzantine ,pp. 176-177;

Vratimos A. “Eudokia Makrembolitissa: Was she Implicated in the Removal
of her Husband, Romanos IV Diogenes, from Power?”. Revue des études
byzantines 71 (2013), pp. 277- 284.
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(1) Psellus, Chronographia , pp. 273-275; Bryennius , Historia, pp.75-78 ;
Shepard, Cambridge history, p.204
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Polemis, The Doukai, pp.205-2011.
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(1) Attaliates, History,p.160 ; Bryennius, History, p.47 ; Zonarae, Historiatum,
pp.267-271; Ostrogorsky , The Byzantine, p.344
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Shepard, The Cambridge, p. 704.
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(3) Garland , Byzantine , p.177; Polemis, The Doukai,p.220; Diehl, Byzantines,

p.327.
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89.
(4) Angold, M., The Byzantine Empire, (1025-1204), A political History,
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(2)Bryennius, Histoira, pp.253-255; Garland, ' Mary of Alanya', p.110.
AY e ol (e S U

< >



[pV-M-1-0¥]gjulbgs I8 pal sae JIA esbai jall e jelleslecag jadl ol pall

Lyl 4nls zlg3l) 13 oY) cdrene Doukainai®iSss oy
suadl) Ll € cew <Anna Dalassina Mlways Wl adl (e suad
ALl elSsn Bl ga gl 558 Gugull o V) ¢ ulS JT

) g a3aiall sllal 2130 13

(elSsn lin el saudag GalSe0 esSiigyal il il & 1Galss G (V)

cibin)y Kasmas | Js¥) ouleysS @ylall leagis omiasS Gugesll Cing 5

dle loag) sliy e gy, el daaw Cundly (opiasS Ul gl QS 3laea

, Lo Uz plail, Lgie Jualll (e jell cdidaihandll a8 2V VYA
AV=AT a caal il (JoSin alligy €30-9 0 a, abwsY)

; OfiasS Blad Galdl ghlinel) 3d (uiasS digile dag) b Uaada UT (Y)

IV o g el ) GulSsn T 8y snd daalSy a5 LY il

T A lomedis s OatasS (land shalud¥) Iskaiudy (opall o 193y cpiasS

wyall clgilile Al e 0¥ olian Ll IS 31 gl a (gyobalpaa¥) isal

sl A2 Caipe ) 0 =00 o, ol e sS T 2 kil Lgie Jaalil) (e

A & AV Y 1Y i€ (B Laygag WY1 Byghabued) s Ul
oY Y e daala e el Aall) A0S Alnay ¢ ol any

(3) Bryennius, Historia, p.107; Garland, Byzantine, p.187; Polemis, The Doukai,

p. 225.

Ashhaadll 48l dpubid) agene 3l 2o ) 1) (o bS] (liia S

8 58 Ay ¢(@VVIA =V 0 AY) Cpia o€ Gusansll skl yuay) e b Audaiyul
AAGa VAAY anlEl) daals () A (544

o b i LY Wl o sl alSen gplihed of SAL sl Gag

ciliall Cadiveg 43 allaall dlg ) cleay B Ljle Dlal 058 Ly s

B e e 8l aal 8 aclill @y s el slad) Jie) ) ju
ol L el

Mccabe, The Empresses of Constantinople, 1913, p.204.

<>



[pY-Y0 azigal (jgil)illg cpuoladlssell dgibusl]] calul sl gllag dlao

ol 138 e ool ol Aies (ulSs0 Byl CHige (o L
o2 iiuse (aged dagii sla mlgdll Mg Yl o2 sy o 5w
o cils ) dals 8 el I dslayl g e sl
o Wl da Y i bl Lo guedlinal o ead) Sl
O lgle OIS B Sal) Gias€ T ablal Zawsilly Ll () pally b
FAVA PR CON UGN (JPEEPIRVL JUIS PRI Y. JUEY PR PINL SO
OSlass Syalse o G536 GlSs3 B (re Ang) Gespesl 3330 1Y
ghall 13 Cigl Ay Joadl S8 (Daalas dgad) Ll
o2 oefiy i) Gl mllas ang Salaae Ll s sl
cGashbual) el e Auiall daubdl A
fa 1A (o) el 138 e eis ehaleY) Gl
2 dald e dast £ G Q) Jgi dulis e Jen
S caia aldill o i (IR Agalge (A g A anlloat)
Ge Adag s et ababidy S La el aad calS Lk
OV sglanl Caliale i€ Y lae e ekl ellng (o

QS0 lin il ladag cund g olie) pul Ally alSss (usSigyal o us (V)

2553 e el Guyg i ey ol Jully 0V 0 VE ple cplilad SV 4y S

O pelly 130 darge (ipall 8 dls (IS (63 Lyle ) (S50 (pidailacd (e ALilal)
todal oY) eda ekl Culiall Jagll g8 (piagS Lugansll

Comnene, Alexiad, pp.58-60.
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