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on Their Loved Ones: A Field Study

Ebtsam Morsy Mohamed"”

Mohammed Mehanni El-Bahrawy®

'Department of Sociology, Faculty of Humanities (Girls), Al-
Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt.

’Department of Press and Publishing, Faculty of Mass
Communication, Al-Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt.
“Corresponding author E-mail: ebtsammorsy239.el@azhar.edu.eq
Abstract:

The research aims to explore and monitor the social and
psychological impacts—both positive and negative—on the
bereaved and close friends of the deceased as a result of
exposure to their digital legacy on social media platforms. It
also seeks to identify the patterns and forms of interaction
with this digital legacy and the various gratifications it
provides. The study falls within the field of descriptive
research and employed a field survey methodology on a
sample of 446 individuals. Data were collected using an
online questionnaire. The findings revealed that the digital
legacy of the deceased contributes to preserving emotional
memories and strengthening bonds among family members
and friends. It also enables individuals to express their
emotions and connect with others who have lost the same
person. The study further indicated that the degree of kinship
plays a significant role in emotional impact, with first-degree
relatives experiencing more intense psychological effects
than others. On the social level, males were found to be more
socially affected than females, attributed to their greater
involvement in community activities. The study also
recommended raising public awareness and promoting
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proactive planning for digital legacy to mitigate the negative
psychological impact on the bereaved.

Keywords: Digital Legacy, Social Impacts, Psychological
Impacts, Social Media, Deceased Person's Legacy.
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