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Romantic Relationships in the Digital Age: A
Digital Ethnographic Study of Online Dating Pages
(Facebook) as a Model
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Abstract:

The study aims to analyze digital romantic relationships
that arise through digital dating platforms on the dating
pages of the social networking site Facebook,
highlighting the social, cultural, and gender dimensions
that influence their formation. It also seeks to understand
how digital identities are constructed and the role of
technology in shaping communication patterns between
individuals. The study relied on a digital ethnographic
approach, which allows for the observation and recording
of digital interactions in their natural contexts through
covert observation of digital dating pages with more than
500,000 subscribers, which are in the Arabic language.
The digital content analysis of users' profiles was also
conducted to examine how they present their digital
selves, such as the choice of photos, personal
descriptions, and stated interests. It also analyzed public
conversations and comments within posts. The study
concluded that: The diversity of these pages and their
classifications vary according to nationality and ages.
These pages differ from dating sites in that they do not
require registration or identity verification, and they offer
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their services for free. Initial contacts are quickly
established but often remain superficial at first. Some use
fake identities or pseudonyms to avoid revealing their
true identities, especially women, due to concerns about
privacy and harassment. Males commonly use emotional
seduction strategies and direct romantic language.
Unfriendly individuals are often attracted to this medium,
with crude sexual innuendo being the dominant language.
Ghosts and catfishing are widespread, where individuals
hide their true identities or stop communicating without
explanation.

Keywords: Digital Romantic Relationships, Online
Dating, Virtual Dating, Digital Ethnography, Gender and
Digital Relationships.
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