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The Expansionist Tendencies of Mesopotamian Rulers
and Kings and Their Political, Economic, and
Religious Impacts (2500-2230 B.C)

Muhammad Hussain Kasem Mahmoud

Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic
Language in Cairo. Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

Email: mohamed_hussein@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

The research aims to shed light on one of the
characteristics of Mesopotamian kings (2500-2230 BC),
which is the expansionist tendency, which included a set
of motives and goals, most notably political and
economic goals. To achieve these goals, it was necessary
to overcome the prevailing state of division and unify the
Sumerian city-states. The rulers of Iraq sought to achieve
this goal, and some of them succeeded, but for a short
period. Among these rulers are "Muslim", "Urnanshe",
"Eianatum”, and "Lugalzagisi, who succeeded in
unifying the country internally and expanding externally
for 25 years. Sargon of Akkad also succeeded in unifying
the country internally, expanding externally, and
establishing the first empire in ancient history. His
successors adopted the same expansionist ideals until the
state weakened during the reign of Shar-Kali-Sharri and
the kings who followed him. This study seeks to provide
a clear picture of this expansionist policy and its effects
on various aspects of life, including political effects, such
as the development of governance structures and the
growth of the power of kings; and economic effects, such
as increasing the state's resources; and religious
monuments, including the decline of the role of temples
compared to palaces. The study concludes with several
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results, including the success of the Akkadian kings in
unifying the country and expanding externally, unlike the
Sumerians who achieved, with few exceptions, only
temporary unification and expansion. There is another
major result that links external expansion with internal
unity and state organization.

Keywords: Tendency, Expansionism, Sumer, Akkad,
Revolutions, Assassination.
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Texts", ANET, Princeton University Press, New Jersey, (1969),
p. 267.

(4) RIME, vol. 2, p. 11; Oppenheim, A. L., " Babylonian and
Assyrian Historical Texts", p. 267; Kramer, S. N., op. cit., p.

324.
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