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The Crime of Medical Errors between the Rights of
Doctors and Patients: An Analytical Study
Considering John Rawls' Theory of Justice

Rania Hakem Kamel Mohmmed Ibrahim
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Abstract:

Doctors are people who may be right or wrong, and
human error is possible not only in the medical field, but
in all areas of life. Based on this vision, the current study
aimed to shed light on the crime of medical errors, in
terms of: the characteristics of the victims and the doctors
against whom the complaint was filed, the nature of the
hospitals reported, medical specialties, types of medical
errors, their seriousness, how to prove them, the time
period taken in medical errors crimes, and their impact on
both the patient, their family and the doctor, based on the
balance between the doctor's rights and the patient's rights
as an attempt to analyze and interpret them in light of
John Rawls' theory of justice. The study relied on a
content analysis of some medical errors’ cases, the
number of which amounted to (26 cases). The results of
the study concluded that the percentage of accusations
against doctors in the criminal cases under study, because
of their serious breach of the principles of the medical
profession imposed on them, did not exceed (31%) of the
total cases under study. This means that (69%) of the
cases filed by the complainant were not due to medical
error, deficiency or negligence on the part of the
defendant, and that what happened to the complainant in
terms of deterioration in their health condition was one of
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the health complications that may occur and that cannot
be anticipated, guarded against, or prevented.

Keywords: Medical Errors Crime, Medical Errors Cases,
Doctor’s Right, Patient’s Right, John Rawls’ Theory of

Justice.
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