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The Role of Gifts in Ancient Sumerian, Akkadian, and
Babylonian Thought: A Study in Light of Royal,
Religious, Literary, and Legislative Texts
Ibrahim Mohamed Ahmed Omar
Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic

Language in Cairo, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
Email: ibrahimar@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

This study examines the role of gifts in ancient
Sumerian, Akkadian, and Babylonian thought. Gifts
played a significant role in Sumerian, Akkadian, and
Babylonian political, religious, and literary thought. Kings
utilized gifts in political propaganda with a religious
background to strengthen their grip on their people. They
also made them a chief condition in political and military
treaties between them and their allies. Gifts also played a
prominent role in Sumerian, Akkadian, and Babylonian
religious thought, particularly in texts reflecting myths,
epics, prophecies, hymns, ritual texts, and ceremonies,
among others. Additionally, gifts occupied a significant
place in literary thought, where they had a tangible impact
on literary works, particularly in debates, wisdom
literature, elegies, curses, poems, proverbs, songs, and
others. It is evident from the texts of these works that they
were greatly influenced by real social life. Furthermore,
gifts played a role in ancient Babylonian legislative
thought, as several legal materials addressed some
purposes of gifts, occasions for giving them, quantities,
and who is obliged to give them. These materials mostly
pertained to family occasions, such as betrothal, marriage,
gifts from a husband to his wife, gifts from a father to his
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children, and gifts from children to their parents, among
other social and family occasions and purposes.

Keywords:
Gifts, Thought, Sumerian, Akkadian, Babylonian,

Political, Religious.
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(1) CAD, Vol.2, B, p. 219.; CDA, p. 44.

(2) CDA, p. 257.; Meek, J., “The Neo-Babylonian Laws”, ANET,
(1969), p.197.

(3) CDA, p. 367.; Meek, J., op. cit., p.197.

(4) CDA, p. 404,
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(6) CAD, Vol.2, B, p. 220.

(7) CAD, Vol.1, A, part |, p. 217.
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(1) Kramer, S.N., Sumrian Mythology, Philadlphia, 1961, pp. 75-
76.; Kramer, S.N., The Sumerians, their History, Culture, and
Character, The University of Chicago Press, Chicago& London,
1963, p. 145.
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Black, J.,& Others, The Literature of Ancient Sumer, Oxford
University Press, 2004, pp. 22-31.
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(1) Black, J.,& Others, op. cit., p. 22.
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Black, J.,& Others, op. cit., pp. 31-40.
(3) Ibid., p. 32.
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(1) Kramer, S.N., op. cit., p.190.
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(1) Kramer, S.N., op. cit., pp.191-197.
(2) Ibid., p.197.
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(1) Mcintosh, J.R., op.cit., pp. 228-229.
(2) Kramer, S.N., “Sumerian Hymns”, ANET, (1969), p. 574.
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a.; MDA, p. 197, 437.; CAD, Vol. 17, §/3, p. 148, a.; MDA, p.133,
287.

(2) Kramer, S.N., op.cit., pp. 178-179.
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(1) Kramer, S.N., op. cit, p. 69.; Dijk, V., La Sage Sumero
Accadienne, Leyden, 1953, p.32.

(2) Jacobson, T., “Sumeiran Methology, Areview Artical”, JNES, Vol.
V, (1946), p.41.

CFV i ((V4A0) cdlans ) s bl Gl Q) e aalll se Juali (T)

AV Va ‘&M/@ﬂl‘@}.&\ san) Olebe CM
(4) Kramer, S.N., op. cit., p. 53.; Kramer, S.N., The Sumerian, their
History, Culture and Charactars, Chicago, 1963, p. 221.
(5) Jacobson, T., “Sumeiran Methology, Areview Artical”, JNES, Vol.

v, (1946), p.42.
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(1) Kramer, S.N., Sumeiran Mythology, Philadlphia, 1944, p. 54.
(2) Kramer, S.N., The Sumerian, their History, Culture and
Charactars, Chicago, 1963, p. 221.
(3) Kramer, S.N., Sumeiran Mythology, Philadlphia, 1944, p. 54.;
—_ sd’gwfﬁﬂlcg}}.\;‘\ A Olabes CM )..L-.u\ c?S)JaL\A]\ oda (ye J.::)Aﬂ
ATESYIYA

<y 3>



[ p¥-¥¢ grigal (igilJillg Cullill s ell

tCiually slial) Bylalia
s Brsediall Apagud) phalul) e Chaally o) 5lalia 24
oin ey Mz lslh et e Lgaant a5 (Ghoat s A) e 5538
S g ()5 sla 8 Aasalal) (68 dind ) agall sl 8k
Loses Lgihanl s (o8 Lo cpmpe (o ST (8 Al 00 (8 Lagll
3ol o) Uiga 4 Llagl) waiis ol sdaad e byl aaf Cayiel
sV B3 a8 Qb alY) o Lgesiagas Bl s (e g
adillagy dalge Lagia JSTaaa 28y o(Uia) cially (cul) ol
slailly SLaaily sLall Cload sty (3uiad (e LS 285 cdaldl)
olaill ot g Lagiage ol o dany (a8 saladly
el A i dnae M QAN e Laje a5ty lall
cad 2aally Sl ol (e oS ¢l Rlly LIgl) (ol Leanlls) Lendl
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R., “Altmesopotamisches Lebensgefiihl”, JINES, Vol. 19, no.2,
(1960), pp.118-119.;
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(2) Kramer, S.N., The Sumerian, their History, Culture and

Charactars, Chicago, 1963, p. 219.; Lanshing, E., The
Sumerian, Inventors and Builder, London, 1974, p.111.
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Character, The University of Chicago Press, Chicago& London,
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(3) RIME, Vol.2, p. 242.
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Kaufman, S. A. “Prediction, Prophecy, and Apocalypse”, in: The

Light of New Akkadian Texts, in Proceedings of the Sixth World

Congress of Jewish Studies, Vol. 1. Jerusalem: World Union of

Jewish Studies, 1974, pp. 221-228.; Hunger, H., & Kaufman, A.

S.,“A New Akkadian Prophecy Text.”, JAOS, Vol. 95, (1975),

371-375.; Hunger, H., Spatbabylonische Texte aus Uruk, Teil I.

Ausgrabungen der Deutschen Forschungsgemeinschaft in Uruk-

Warka, 9. Berlin: Gebr. Mann, 1976, 1.3.; Hoffken, P.,
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(1977), pp. 51-71. Goldstein, J., “The Historical Setting of the Uruk

Prophecy.” JNES,Vol. 47, (1988), pp. 43-46.; Beaulieu, Paul-

Alain. “The Historical Background of the Uruk Prophecy.” In: The

Tablet and the Scroll. Edited by M. E. Cohen, et al. Bethesda, MD:

CDL Press, 1993, pp.41-52.; Scurlock, J., “Whose Truth and Whose

Justice? The Uruk and Other Later Akkadian Prophecies re-

Revisited.”, in : Orientalism, Assyriology and the Bible. Edited by

Steven W. Holloway. Sheffield: Phoenix Press, 2006, pp. 449-467.;

Scurlock, J., “Prophecy as a Form of Divination; Divination as a

Form of Prophecy.”, in: Divination and Interpretation of Signs in

the Ancient World. Edited by Amar Annus. Oriental Institute

Seminars 6. Chicago: Oriental Institute, 2010, pp. 277-316.
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(1) Black, J.,& Others, The Literature of Ancient Sumer, Oxford
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(1) Kramer, S.N., The Sumerians, their History, Culture, and
Character, The University of Chicago Press, Chicago& London,
1963, p. 278.

(2) Black, J.,& Others, op. cit., p. 120.

(3) Kramer, S.N., Sumrian Mythology, Philadlphia, 1961, p.63.
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Foster, B. R., "Commercial Activity in Sargonic Mesopotamia”, Irag,Vol.
39, (1977), p. 38.
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Hackman G.G., "Sumerian and Akkadian Administrative Texts",

BIN,Vol. 8, New Haven, (1958), n.174.; MDA, 5, n. 30, 86.; Foster,
Benjamin, R., op. cit., p. 36.
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(1) RIME, Vol .3, 2, p. 14.
(2) RIME, Vol.3, 2, pp. 235-236.
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(1) CAD, Vol. 7, I1&J, p. 174.
(2) Meek, J., “Mesopotamian Legal Documents”, ANET, (1969), p.

217.
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(1) Black, J.,& Others, op. cit., p. 63.
(2) Ibid., pp. 73-74; p. 76; p. 80.
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(1) Black, J.,& Others, op. cit., p. 75.
(2) Kramer, S.N., The Sumerians, their History, Culture, and
Character, The University of Chicago Press, Chicago& London,

1963, p.159.
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Kramer, S.N., Sumrian Mythology, Philadlphia, 1961, p. 69.;
Kramer, S.N., The Sumerians, their History, Culture, and
Character, The University of Chicago Press, Chicago &
London, 1963, pp. 145-146.

(2) Kramer, S.N., op. cit., pp. 145-146.; Black, J.,& Others, op. cit.,
pp. 147-148; 152- 154,
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Character, The University of Chicago Press, Chicago& London,
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(1969), p. 496.
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(2) Ibid., p.159.
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1994, pp. 4- 5.
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(2) Fleming, D. E., Democracy’s Ancient Ancestors Mari and
Early Collective Governance, Cambridge University Press,

Cambridge, New York, 2004, p. 56.
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(3) RIME, Vol .4, p. 51.
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& Others, op.cit., p. 369.
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(1) RIME, Vol. 4, p. 378.
(2) RIME, Vol. 4, p. 383.
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(1) RIME, Vol. 4, p. 387-388.

(2) Feigin,S.1., “The Date list of the Babylonian king Samsu
Ditana”, JENS, Vol.14, No.3, (1955), p.139..

(3) Ibid., pp. 151 — 152, p. 154 .

(4) RIME, Vol. 4, p. 602.
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(1) RIME, Vol. 4, p. 605.

(2) CAD, Vol.1, A, part I, p. 25.
(3) CAD, Vol.1, A, part I, p. 256.
(4) CAD, Vol.1, A, part I, p. 295.
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(1) CAD, Vol .1, A, part 11, p. 146.
(2) CAD, Vol .1, A, part I, p. 366.; CAD, Vol.7, I&J, p. 42.
(3) CAD, Vol.1, A, part I, p. 368.
(4) CAD, Vol.1, A, part I, p. 371.
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Flood”, JCunStud, Vol. 5,(1960), pp.113-123.; Sollberger, E., The
Babylonian Legend of The Flood., London, 1962, pp. 3ff,;
Mallowan, M. E. L., “Noha,s Flood Reconsidered”, Irag, Vol. 26,
(1964), pp. 62-82.; Lambert ., W . G. & Millard, A. R., Atra - hasis,
The Babylonian Story of The Flood., Oxford, 1969, pp.1ff,;
Moran, W. L.,” Atra - hasis, The Babylonian Story of The Flood”,
Biblica, Vol. 52, (1971), pp. 51-61.;
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(2) Lambert .,W . G. & Millard, A. R., op.cit., |, 385, p. 68.
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(1) Lambert., W. G., “The Historical Development of The
Mesopotamia Pantheon “ in: Unity and Diversity. Ed. Goldicke,
H. and Roberts, J. J. M, (1995), pp. 91-99.

(2) Lambert., W. G. & Millard, A. R., op.cit., I, lin. 61-94,pp. 4749.

(3) Ibid., I, lin. 9-12, pp. 55-57.;
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(4) Lambert.,, W. G. & Millard, A. R, op.cit., I, 352-359, p. 67.;
Kilmer, A.D.,”The Mesopotamian Concept of Overpopulation
and its Solution as Reflected in the Mythology”, OR, Vol.
41,(1972), p. 166.

(5) Kilmer, A.D., op. cit., p. 167.
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(1) Lambert., W. G. & Millard, A. R., op.cit., I, p. 107.
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(3) Lambert., W. G. & Millard, A. R., op.cit., I, p. 69.;
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(2) CAD, Vol.1, A, part I, p. 271.
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(1) Kramer, S.N., “Lipit-Ishtar Law Code”, ANET, (1969), p.160.

(2) Kramer, S.N., The Sumerians, their History, Culture, and
Character, The University of Chicago Press, Chicago& London,
1963, pp. 338-339.; Kramer, S.N., “Lipit-Ishtar Law Code”,
ANET, (1969), p.160.; CAD, Vol. 7, 1&J, p. 5.
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