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The International Position on the Use of Toxic Gases
in Halabja 1988

Mohammed Ali Abdel Baeth EI-Eryan
Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of the

Arabic Language, Itay El-Baroud, Al-Azhar University,
Beheira, Arab Republic of Egypt.
E-mail: MohamedAli.2034@azhar.edu.eq

Abstract

The Halabja case is one of the most important issues that
occurred during the Iran-Iraq conflict of 1980-1988 in a
broader sense in the history of the Kurds. The city of
Halabja was one of the Kurdish cities that was subjected
to Iragi and Iranian bombardment. This came as part of a
military campaign called "Al-Anfal Campaign,” which
was led by Iraqi forces in eight successive phases in six
months. Iragi forces were able to control Halabja and its
surrounding areas after the chemical bombardment of the
city on March 15 and 16, 1988. Iranian forces responded
with chemical shelling to Iraqgi forces stationed at Halabja
on 30 and 31 March 1988. Many States and international
organizations have condemned the use of these prohibited
gases against civilian populations. The importance of the
research is to shed light on the extent of the crimes
committed in Iraq by the two warring forces and their use
of internationally prohibited weapons and the impact on
the population of Halabja, and to demonstrate the
international position of inaction in halting the use and
criminalization of these weapons. The study followed a
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historical, analytical, inductive and descriptive method to
establish the truth about what happened in Halabja and
the Iranian allegations to win international public opinion
with the aim of imposing sanctions on the Iraqi
government. The focus was on clarifying the international
position on the use of toxic gases, including the position
of Iraqg, Iran, Britain, the United States and the United
Nations. The study vyielded several conclusions,
including: that the use of gases was by the two warring
powers, different international reactions, and Iran's
success in accommodating the issue to its benefit, among
other effects.

keywords: Halabja, case, Irag-lran war, Kurds, poison
gas, chemical attack.
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marz 2018, p. 2.
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1- Akbar valadibigi, shahab ghobadi: the tragedy of halabja a

pathological review on social legal aspects of the case from
historical and international points of view, state university of
Yerevan, Kurdistan state university, Iran, 2010, p. 59.

2 -Mohammed Ahmad: FROM BLUEPRINT TO GENOCIDE? An
Analysis of Iraq’s Sequenced Crimes of Genocide Committed
against the Kurds of Irag, Doctor of Philosophy in Arab and
Islamic Studies, University of Exeter, 2014, p. 224.. Michael J.
Kelly: ghosts of halabja: saddam Hussein and the Kurdish
Genocide, First published, 2008, praeger security international,
London, p.23.

<>



2V M aaala enadoball vl jlell pladiul (o calgall cadgall

o Sy EDE QY] ahall eli) Gl Copainl Sy . Ghal)
die Cging Bydy Jled dadlsll (SRl rien jaedi &g 2) AVA-VAVY
dalla a3 oly Lelghayg Leislu clialy )l ae Cusdy daids
M el Jinsl llee sas Clyly lglaaly cpeoliall sy
LavaAs ale b qpall i

Adlily ohaY) 13l Adhell AogSal abs N ) s S8,
a5 288 S dulen) Douband) 353all 038 sliial e Ajle dahi
Baad Lug yin Ls agadiies ) Glalidll sda 8 OISl diles 58 <1
ol ) G5 S8y L obaly @ball On Al Clsie Sl
s s bl ae dpagaadl Bhliall Gl Oglad Ga ) alaill Cagas
Ol din i ) 4y

& IV ) Com e Ll Ay Adhell Goal) ey
Basly capall s3a daly () AAA Luhae] s iy 2) AA L jadia
Ge ASE il Gun ¢ ualaall mll) L diges cilelpall ST
I L) ey ¥ Dlbe £ov cidads duale jiludy JE8 (el
i ol Gasais cpaldl G dgaall clefill coall gVl ) el
i (b Adhall Lagasdl Clalll () Chals @hall clealy iyl
el A Gl ) ey ccall (Dley Ay Glld symes 2 A
A AVO ale b caady lly Ly el A8 bl e plaa

aily (& Adgis 5ol 1gall agaws dgalse (B daals tle G A S )
Maans Leg 14 a a¥ ) £ calain cllall A8 5al) ddliad) deSad) Glysly Caaal)

< >



[oY-YY jows] ¢gilfillssell
Cun WeDligy il ge des aeizey DY S oy Ol o
cal€y (N g gaa ol Jledll & Glws S ol cuils
Ghll & 36 Galsall Ll daled) Sl o 508 clelad
Coall odgl dagiy agaall il o Al CDleay Ay L3S
i)l @hlaly Coadll ) layes dada 8 A8V (s duulal
b DA il = ool (aas il ulS oy — Clebasy) s

Lyl dshuy) ddhall coall Slaaly el 48l pe Clogledd) o u3ad -
Nl it G B ally Gradl el le deal JWS 3l
EYO-YY a Yoo ) 5alll (YA Gupadl) &) QS Zalal) diagll clygdia
CHSSe AV AAAYAA BN Adhall Gal) fpap il dead aS ae i
G osIo¥) Analal) ¢ il Ak el Aug S el Sl (il
@V AAA =YAA L Aah) Edhall Cpall cdllie o adall ae ud) oY) S
IRLEY!

ple e A OshY) Lewdal 3o A EE dgaal) o Ldledl) dddaial) culS -
aec iy Y S8 hbiedl Qiall ae Cllaill coall &lgs Jing o) AT
ol wlall ddugall Gigal)l 8 @)l e darall saa 28] @llyg ¢ gl
Oe Lopad) Dlaall Clge 1) dsenn . @hall lawgy asin (8 sl dgall
Lyadll alp¥) sase WY bl 8 glaSil 2SI il alaa 52l
YO a1 e apm Aandae ladgal

Yéo caa cd.\\.u: e cd_.;)b\} TR -Y

< >



2V M aaala enadoball vl jlell pladiul (o calgall cadgall

AR }a.u.)JJ.A ARZ-I0 j&fﬁd‘j]ﬁéb;&)nd&f)w\ Colaall
.(\)Jbsmz\.«.u:\.'\SYVj\MYi°~ 3‘55.411‘.“

RIAAA iyl dauela (s oAl
ddee ol lgde UL ASie dles e dails o agagll OIS
Aalie dabe Al e Zdhal) dalud) clgdl) Lgua a0 gy
e o T g bl G Y e Bl (B jedl daw 8 i
13 b L 2y 0ldsS at) 3 LSV Gubalgal s (D20 4AA

1 —-Akbar valadibigi, shahab ghobadi: the tragedy of halabja a

pathological review on social legal aspects of the case from
historical and international points of view, op. cit, p. 61.

(D) 8y5m) aSU R 3 ARl §ypuall At JUEY) sy Alan) 038 Crans —Y
oSl dpall ghaliall aca Glaill deals Sue dulenl doja) dalS 4k cuilSy
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cobdl g SV Gsla e Llie jlael @y clle Lgie plely Alisks 558 U8

oL Al YT cuge DA 3
Karin Mlodoch: One Hundred Years of Chemical Warfare:
Research, Deployment, Consequences, Bretislav Friedrich, Berlin,

2017, p. 349.; Efraim Karsh: The Iran-lIrag War 1980-1988, First
published, Osprey Publishing, Britain, 2002 , p. 76.
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Michael J. Kelly: ghosts of halabja, op. Cit, ¢ juiw (e 1 — Guhad] (e

p.23.
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historical and international points of view, op. cit, p. 61
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Michael J. Kelly: ghosts of halabja, op. Cit, p.22.; Mohammed
Ahmad: from blueprint to genocide, op. Cit, p.100.

1 -Karin Mlodoch: One Hundred Years of Chemical Warfare, op.

Cit, p.351.

2 -Mohammed Ahmad: from blueprint to genocide, op. Cit, p.100.

3 - Knight Ridder Tribune Business News: In Iragi Kurdish city,

survivors still suffer effects of chemical attack, Aamer Madhani,

Washington, 1 July 2004.
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blueprint to genocide, op. Cit, p.224.
3 - Washington post, Thursday, 24 March 1988.
4- Fco 8/7230: Iran/lrag conflict: use of chemical weapons, 26
march 1988.
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2 -Mohammed Ahmad: from blueprint to genocide, op. Cit, p.244.;
Karin Mlodoch: One Hundred Years of Chemical Warfare, op. Cit,
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1 -Alina czyzewski: irakish Kurdistan: op, cit, pp.8-9.

2- Financial Times: The enduring pain of Halabja: chemical
weapons: Biological weapons have not been deployed in modern
warfare. But in 1988, during the Iran-lraq war, Saddam Hussein
used poison gas against the Iraqi Kurds to devastating effect, 10 Jul
2002.
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the acting permanent representative of the Islamic republic of Iran

< > _



2V M aaala enadoball vl jlell pladiul (o calgall cadgall

Aalall dudall oLl Ay ST e YD Rs)lal s ol (8
Ghlall Ghall alatia) aa JalSll lgage Gole e VY (A Bakeill
dads o asagd) e daalis A a8y L aalall gliall 8 dald)
LS coaally Al dacl Cum e b Dl A8 Lo i ey
G By dacly guad ddayily i€y b 5ish Dgea 3585l e g3
oud 18 O Lol oSly (Gt 3 Al aladl udY) e
st dseles gy s a3 ) dals s oy (DUBY) e Lals
oyl 2 o Ll Qiladl aa

Sl Al el (e ey sasiall Gl of A5 za (O
A ol Ols c@slasll Aa3ia) aa elya) Al dije Jolad lgaud
Ayl caglaall Sl oSly cduglall AaluY) gl o 808
Lo 8pshana dalad pladnin 4s @llia ¢S5 a1 2V4Y0 Caia JsS5ig 3
sligh ) eleac¥) Joall amen ANs les @l e Yauy g alS
ayave Caia JoSsigm Ll

oo Al aisn (S SbY) dalall s il WB (7
led s il (e golad) gy saaiall aal) 8 sliacV) e G )il
Aasiual Gl Lad alall aell DS (53 o wdla o sadk
Ghall llal degyad) DS (g0 Llatiad Sla)Y gy Al @3l
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1 —Fco 8/7230: Iran/lraq: use of chemical weapons: conference on
disarmament: Iranian statement on chemical weapons, march 1988
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1- united nation: security council: permanent mission of the

Islamic republic of Iran to united nation, No. 163, New york, 23
march 1988.
2 - Washington post , Friday , 25 March 1988.
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1-Fco 8 / 7230: Iran/lrag conflict: use of chemical weapons,

Australian high commission , London, inward cablegram, Iran/Iraq
on forwarded from Tehran, 28 march 1988.

2 - Fco 8 / 7230: Iran/lraq conflict: use of chemical weapons,
Australian high commission , London, inward cablegram, Iran/Iraq
on forwarded from Tehran, 28 march 1988..

3 - Fco 8 / 7230: Iran/lraq conflict: use of chemical weapons,
march 1988.
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1- Fco 8 / 7230: Iran/lraq conflict: use of chemical weapons,
treatment of chemical weapons victims, 18 April 1988.

2- Fco 8 / 7230: Iran/lrag conflict: use of chemical weapons,
demande d’aide iranienne en faveur des blesses d'usage d’armes
chimiquws, 18 April 1988.

3- Fco 8 / 7230: Iran/lraq conflict: use of chemical weapons,
demande d’aide iranienne en faveur des blesses d'usage d’armes
chimiquws, 12 April 1988.
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2 - Mohammed Ahmad: from blueprint to genocide, op. Cit, p.238.
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1- Fco 8/7231: Iran/lrag conflict: chemical weapon, Iraq

ambassador's call: human rights and the use of chemical weapon,
March 1988.; Iraq use of chemical weapon: acting with the Iraqis,
28 March 1988.

2- Lawrence G. Potter: the Persian gulf in history, Palgrave
Macmillan, First published, 2009, p. 300.
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1 - Fco 8/7231: Iran/Iraq conflict: chemical weapon, op. cit, April
1988.

2 - Fco 8/7231: Iran/lraq conflict: chemical weapon, treatment of
chemical weapon victims, April 1988.
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1- The times: hundred die in Irag chemical attack on Kurds,
Nicholas beeston, halabja, occupied Iraq, 22 March 1988, pp. 1-2.
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2 —Knight Ridder Tribune Business News: In Iraqi Kurdish city,

op. cit.

3 — Karin Mlodoch: One Hundred Years of Chemical Warfare, op.

Cit, p.353.
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march 1988.
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1 — Fco 8/7230: Iran/lraq conflict: use of chemical weapons,

campaign for nuclear disarmament, the prime minister, 30 march
1988.

2 - Fco 8/7230: Iran/lrag conflict: chemical weapons, Fco press

conference Irag: use of chemical weapons, Wednesday 30 march
1988.

3 - Fco 8/7230: Iran/lraq conflict: chemical weapons: points for
attributable use, march 1988.
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march 1988.




[oY-YY jows] ¢gilfillssell

S 3sgall s Bl ) Aelud) el Ghall plasial ol (Y
Alaasl Aall¥) o jlaa i Jal e dygagn 8 Ll Ll
el Yy i)l dnllanll Gl e el il 3 oS
Ol Sl el AV ga e Ghadl o

Blys cuilel oLl YISy Gminall (e sl A1 ) Jalids
Ghall o (8 lall G (gl Aldas ) dasSall (o1 S Al il dun Al
s (3hlie (e lelsn Lo danda Al il alasial e Jgicne
At 3 aagill e Gaam A )l Crerea dglas ) deSal
sty 40 Ayl AasSall oy Gl ¢Agldl Ghlidl e dalul) o2a
Ciedl By L oSee ey il & asill 3 Jlf el ) e
() gaiaill 338 Sy} (ady el of Ailas ) dasSal

o) S sy S Al hlall Lajiall alaain¥) 1agl dasg
osdae o brall o gy dlanyd) dosSal) ) #3lad) ¢35 dlea
gl sl e Ghall el e Gud JlY eV
Ol DS W Aall) ays e JalS s am Oy cCileag)
A5 598 (gl elhe) a)l 1)) (ime iy () (e dpaal ST (V) ol
Glast ol g Gilaaly Lmlall & coall elgd) las 094 o8, )l

1 - Fco 8/7230: Iran/lrag conflict: chemical weapons, op. cit,
march 1988.

2—Fco 8/7230: Iran/lrag conflict: chemical weapons, Iraq use of
chemical weapons: protest to Iraq ambassador, march 1988.
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1 — Fco 8/7230: Iran/lraq conflict: use of chemical weapons,

campaign for nuclear disarmament, CND to sir Geoffrey Howe,
from Bruce Kent, 23 march 1988.

2 - Fco 8/7230: lIran/lraq conflict: use of chemical weapons,

minister for foreign affairs and trade, Mr. bill Hayden, 24 march
1988.
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1 —Fco 8/7230: Iran/Iraq conflict: use of chemical weapons, op. cit.

Y0



2V M aaala enadoball vl jlell pladiul (o calgall cadgall

obal Dualle g dleld dali) e il g0 (mglall (59 puall e Sl
gl s Ledsdng dalad) dald)

ahasicd dumag il dagSall cailal ) e ¢og il Caligal Doy Ll
JiSiw 4l gyl Hea) culiall el toall b daludl il
wyi Joe & Aada o Al Shl Glaia e A 2y
dong ) AesSall o S8 Gsle (ga YA 8 Adabladl) papitid] A ia
AT Aesadd gyl (B ahal) P s Al Gl cuae
Culall JiSiug ddals o RV Sl asaa (8 lisgs Cadle
La 2! Blaadls JuaiVl aghiey baall g (ag il yaaY)
Uyemy 3 ey o oSy W33 e ) ddeall e Jsa
il Sl o Laaag il das)lal) 8y s g il () Llaal)
Aabid) ae dala (e blaall Jod Gy (o Kb moaa
& 9 clehall Ylaa Jodl daia¥) lelils Lalad) doms il
() gl Ko paly sl
blaall e dsed deal oo il o dasg yil) LasSall Sy
tLajide OIS LS Cphall A8V (e lgend 23lal) A aglsd & il
O b Y el (i 13 coaild) Ganad) e a8

1- Fco 8/7230: Iran/lraq conflict: use of chemical weapons,
Sweden condemns the use of chemical weapons, 29 march 1988.

2 - Fco 8/7230: lIran/lraq conflict: use of chemical weapons,

Norwegian treatment for gulf war chemical weapons victims, 31
march 1988.
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1 -Michael J. Kelly: ghosts of halabja: op. Cit, p.23.
2- Dhiaa Kareem Ali: Discourses on Wars and Conflicts: op. cit,
pp. 95-96.; Washington post, Thursday, 24 March 1988.
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